USS MILLS GAZETTE
JUNE 2015

DC REUNION
Our home from October 29 until the morning of
November 2 2015 will be the Westin Crystal City,
Arlington Virginia. We have a rate of 134.47
inclusive. Underground parking is an additional
$5.00 per night. Breakfast is included and will
be in our hospitality room from 7:30 ‘til 9 a.m.
There are only 5 rooms guaranteed for 3 nights
prior and three after the reunion dates. If you
plan to stay for more than the blocked reunion
dates: MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY. A
credit card will be needed to guarantee your
reservation. To make Reservations please call
1-888-627-8209. Make it clear that you are to be
placed in the USS MILLS REUNION BLOCK, and
appropriate dates. Please get a confirmation
number and keep it. The D.C. Metro station
{Crystal City} is less than 100 yards from the
hotel. Venues are $125.00 per person, pls. send
to Ben. Venues are still not 100% solid, but
these are our plans. PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS
ASAP. Some of these venues require 60 day
prepayment or count of attendees. Our cut off
for reservations remains Sept 13, but the more
accurate a count we have prior to cutoff the
less money we’ll waste interpolating projected
attendance.`

11:30AM

Arrive Union Station for lunch at
food courts

12:30PM

Depart Union Station for Ford’s
Theater

1:00PM

Begin Fords theater
tour

3:15 PM

Depart Ford’s theater for bus
tour of the national Mall possible
stop at the Navy memorial and
WWII Memorial.

5:00 PM

Return to Hotel.

6:00 PM

Light supper served in
Hospitality Room.

Saturday 10-31-15
7:30 AM

Breakfast in hospitality room.

9:00 AM

Annual meeting in Hospitality
room

10 or so

for those who wish we’ll travel
by Metro to Arlington National
Cemetery. Cost is 8.00 per
person. We will ride scheduled
busses on a guided tour of the
grounds and the Custis Lee
Mansion.

Thursday 10-29-15
Upon arrival go to Hospitality room Crystal 5&6.
Pick-up welcome bags and greet old friends.

11:30

Friday 10-30-15
7:30 AM
9:15AM

Breakfast in Hospitality Room
Crystal 5 & 6
Depart Arlington Westin
Capitol Building

for

10:00 AM

or thereabouts Begin Capitol
tour.

11:15 AM

Depart Capitol for Union Station

Return to the hotel or go by
metro to your chosen
Destination.
Balance of the day free UNTIL

6:00 PM

Crew gathers for dinner In
Jefferson 1 room. It is on the
same PM floor as the hospitality
room (Crystal 5 & 6)

7:00 PM

Return to Hospitality room for
raffle and Birthday
celebrations

8:00 PM

Rosie the Riveter
interactive show

Sunday 11-1-15
7:30 AM

Breakfast in hospitality room

9:15 AM

Depart hotel for Holocaust
Museum.

10:00 AM

begin tour

12:00 AM

Depart museum for Lincoln
Memorial {in close proximity is
the Viet Nam wall and the
Korean War memorial.} Box
Lunch will be served there.

1:00 PM

Depart for Smithsonian American
History museum.

3:30 PM

Depart for the hotel, touring on
the way.

5:00 PM.

Arrive at hotel.

Lawrence & Judith Shae
Art & Ginney Cromer
JULY Dennis & Jean Loof
Arlon & Patricia Scott
AUGUST Bob and Lynn Gentry
Bob & Mary Herren
Robin & Bob Stafford
Judy & Harold Dyer
DUES
Please remember to send the yearly dues of $20
to Ben Laurens. The dues pay for this newsletter.
If you have already sent it, THANK YOU, we
greatly appreciate it.

MONDAY 11-2-15
Depart for home
GOD BLESS US ALL
SICK BAY
Larry Shae had a heart procedure
Skip Amorson has had a couple of surgeries but is
making a full recovery
Roger Dereske has had cataract surgery
Herb Littlefield suffered a fall which resulted in
a blood clot in his brain and consequently has
had surgery
Linda Potts has had a knee replacement with an
infection that followed
Tom Link was back in the hospital for a bacterial
infection of his blood

Mike Lytle is donating a box similar to the ones
above for our raffle. Ours will have the Mills
logo on it. Mike is the artist that made the Mills
wooden planks that we auctioned off a couple of
years ago.

BIRTHDAYS
JUNE George Elasco, Wendy Morris,
Randy Turner, Peggy Marlo, John Davenport,
Claude Scarbough
JULY Ginny Hlavka, Paula Link, Bobby Herren,
Arlon Scott
AUGUST Skip Amorson, Bob Morris, Judy Duran,
Tom Link, Ken Barton, Alan Nichols,
Lynn Hagan Gentry, Bob Stafford

ADDRESS CHANGES
Please notify Ben or I of any address, phone
number, email etc. changes.

ANNIVERSARIES
JUNE Gary & Ginny Hlvka,
Charlie & Karen Hazzard
Claude & Debra Scarbough

BENEVALENT FUND
Those of you that have donated, we would like
to thank you. This fund allows our less fortunate
shipmates and their families attend the reunions

FOR THE COOKS IN THE FAMILY
Warm French Potato Salad.

Ingredients
2 pounds new potatoes or other waxy potatoes
1/2 teaspoon table salt
2 tablespoons fresh thyme leaves
1/3 cup of your best extra-virgin olive oil
1/4 teaspoon large-grain salt such as sea salt
Note. Thyme is my fave for this recipe, but it
works great with other green herbs such as
oregano, chives, green onions, and basil.
Note. You can substitute melted butter if you
wish.
Optional. Put a heaping teaspoon of fresh
creamy goat cheese on top of each serving.
Method
1) Wash the potato skins thoroughly. If they come
good and clean, you can leave them on,
otherwise peel them off. Cut the potatoes into
1" chunks and put them in a large pot. Cover
them with cold water so they are at least 1"
below the surface. Bring to a boil with the cover
off, add the salt, and then reduce to a simmer
for about 15 minutes until they are tender.
Drain.
2) Put the oil and thyme into a large bowl and
mix. Add the warm potatoes to the bowl and
coat them with the oil. If you are not going to
serve them right away you can chill them, but
the oil will clump, so bring them to room temp
before serving. Just before serving, sprinkle on
the sea salt. You can add the salt earlier, but it
will dissolve. The taste will be just fine, but if
you salt just before serving you'll have some
crunch and bursts of salt flavor, sort of like
pretzels. Now where's my beer?

I've Sure Gotten Old!
I've had two bypass surgeries, a hip replacement,
new knees, fought prostate cancer and diabetes.
I'm half blind,
can't hear anything quieter than a jet engine,
take 40 different medications that
make me dizzy, winded, and subject to blackouts.
Have bouts with dementia.
Have poor circulation;
hardly feel my hands and feet anymore.
Can't remember if I'm 85 or 92.
Have lost all my friends. But, thank God,
I still have my driver's license.

No
The Late Tommy Nichols
Founder and Skipper forever
Reunion Planner: Ben Laurens
192 Highway 70 East Bettie,
Beaufort, NC 28516
Ph: 252-504-3733, 


Email: nriver@ec.rr.com
Administrative Secretary:
Pat Bridgford- 14321 S.
Locust St., Olathe, KS
66062 

ph: 913-707-8266







Gary Bridgford and I visited New Orleans
this spring during fleet week. John and
Kathleen Davenport made sure we had
the best time.Thank you John and
Kathleen. During our visit we toured the
USS Cole. Besides all the guns on board,
the most impressive thing was the stars
for the 17 fallen sailers that is imbedded
in the mess deck floor. No one steps on
them out of respect.
John and Gary noticed a pin that
OS2 Reyes was wearing that they had
never seen.

JOHN DAVENPORT WITH OS2 REYES
AND GARY BRIDGFORD
John did some research and came up
with the following narrative.

Surface Warfare insignia are breast
insignia of the surface warfare
community. They are earned by those
naval personnel who are trained and
qualified to perform duties aboard United
States surface warships. The Surface
Warfare Officer insignia was first
proposed in 1972,
and by 1980 a
variety of the
Surface Warfare
insignia had been
approved for
issuance.
Line oﬃcers of
the surface
warfare
community earn
the Surface
Warfare Oﬃcer
(SWO) insignia.
Enlisted
personnel who
complete the
Enlisted Surface
Warfare
qualification program earn the Enlisted
Surface Warfare Specialist (ESWS)
insignia. Other insignia for qualification in
specialized areas exists in Medical
Corps, Nurse Corps, Dental Corps,
Medical Service Corps, and Supply
Corps.

LaVerne’s 90th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
Midyear 2014 Judy Duran announced to the MILLS
family that she had scheduled a cruise on Royal
Caribbean cruise lines to celebrate LaVerne
Miltzow’s 90th birthday. Eight of us with ties to
Mills accepted her invitation and joined LaVerne,
Judy and 8 family members, mostly cousins on
the celebration. Judy obtained good rates for
the 5 day passage to Labadie Haiti and Ocho Rios
Jamaica.
Labadie is a
private beach in
Haiti leased by
Royal Caribbean
for the exclusive
enjoyment of the
line’s passengers.
It was a pleasant
place to walk
along the water,
purchase native
crafts and meet
some of the
Haitian folks who
live and work
there.
Ocho Rios, a
bustling city in
Jamaica that
boasts a thriving
tourist culture
and much history
was next. We
learned of
several
conquerors and
the freedom
granted
Jamaicans in
1962 after 300
years of British
rule. After some
price haggling 6
Mills folks rented
a van for a
guided tour of
the city and surrounding area. We enjoyed 3
hours of learning the culture and history of
Jamaica. Our visit took us to the site of a 16th
Century battle where the English wrested the
island of Jamaica from the Spanish. A small

museum, the marketplace, varied
accommodations some
costing over 11,000 U.S. dollars a night and some
of the huts in a fishing village that are virtually
open air with dirt floors were all included.
Those of us who visited Dunn’s falls, the primary
tourist attraction in the area all thoroughly
enjoyed themselves. Unfortunately George
Girten, a cousin, fell backwards and broke his
leg. Trip
insurance took
excellent care of
George. They
covered his injury
medically and
kicked in for
several additional
costs as we sailed
home.
SHIPBOARD
Royal Caribbean
is a mid-priced
cruise line that
caters to their
passengers in so
many ways. Food
was more than
excellent and too
plentiful. The
ship offered
entertainment,
good quality
clean and
comfortable
accommodations
and outstanding
service. The
casino appears to
be more liberal
than most cruise
lines as Judy’s
son Mike won
2700.00 playing
the slots. Days
at sea are restful
if you choose them to be, or hectic if you wish to
get involved in the many activities available.
Our group enjoyed meals together and several
celebrations of LaVerne’s birthday milestone.

USS MILLS ANNUAL AUCTION!
Trench art is any decorative item
made by soldiers, prisoners of war or
civilians where the manufacture is
directly linked to armed conflict or
its consequences.
Common articles that this includes
are decorated shell and bullet
casings and items carved from wood
and bone.
Not limited to the World Wars, the
history of trench art spans conflicts
from the Napoleonic Wars to the
present day.
Although the practice flourished
during World War I, the term 'trench
art' is also used to describe
items manufactured by soldiers,
prisoners of war or civilians during
earlier conflicts have been
retrospectively described as trench
art.

WE ALSO HAVE A FRAMED PICTURE OF
THE USS MILLS IN THE AUCTION
GOOD LUCK

The first name drawn will have their
choice of the picture or a piece of
trench art. The second name drawn
will have the next choice.
Consequently the third person draw
will receive the last one.Do not need to
be present to win. We will ship to the
winner at no cost to you.

NAME______________
ADDRESS___________
__________________
PHONE_____________
NAME______________
ADDRESS___________
__________________
PHONE_____________
NAME______________
ADDRESS___________
__________________
PHONE_____________
NAME______________
ADDRESS___________
__________________
PHONE_____________
NAME______________
ADDRESS___________
__________________
PHONE_____________

$5.00 each entry or $20.00
for 5 entries

Please make checks payable
to Gary Bridgford and mail to
14321 S Locust St Olathe, Ks
66062

