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2015 REUNION IN WASHINGTON DC
We have another reunion under our belt.
From all accounts, everyone had a good
time.
Our first day brought a visit to Arlington
Cemetery where we saw among other things,
President Kennedy’s grave site. The guide
said that President Kennedy stood in that
spot shortly before his death and said that he
could stand there till the end of his life and
look at that view of Washington DC. The day
after his death Mrs Kennedy visited Arlington
and picked out that site.The only other
President buried there is William Howard
Taft, who died in 1930. We were also
privileged to witness the changing of the
guard. The guide told us that there is an
average of 25 people buried there each day.
The day we toured there were 27 people
buried. Hearing cannons and guns being
fired was an eerie reminder. This was my
personal favorite as I had never been to
Arlington before. Because we were a little
late leaving, lunch was on the bus after a
very short visit to the Lincoln Memorial.
Fords Theater was our next stop. Karaoke
with Loretta Johnson after our pizza party
was a blast. Thank you Loretta for such a
fun evening.
Saturday was a day on our own. Many of us
toured the city. Ben arranged for a Rosie the
Riveter Impersonator after our Saturday night
banquet. She was very interactive and
provided a great evening of entertainment.

ROSIE

LEXI
AMOROSON

Smithsonian American History Museum was
our first
stop on
Sunday. It
was
interesting
seeing the
gowns worn
by the First
Ladies
as well as
the other
exhibits.
We could
have spent
SMITHSONIAN
an entire
week or
more at the Smithsonian.
After lunch at Union Station we visited the
Holocaust museum.

As usual it, was great to catch up with all our
family members.
We would like to welcome all our new
attendees this year.

Kevin & Tammy Burchfield (daughter & son
in law of Claude & Debbie Scarbrough)
Kim & Jacob Eldridge (daughter & grandson
of Gary & Lois Krueger)
Tessie Donato (Ron Donato’s sister}
George & Linda Girten (Laverne Miltzow’s
niece & Judy Duran’s cousin)
Jerry & Margaret O'Neill (Friends of Skip &
Lexi Amoroson)
Mary Wilkerson (friend of Pat Bass)
Ann Hurry (friend of Skip & Lexi Amoroson)
Welcome to the family and looking forward
to seeing you in Florida next year.

CPT HANK
FYI George Washington picked out the location and laid
out a perfect diamond shape for the city, spanning parts
of Maryland and Virginia. But a looming fight over slavery
caused the Virginia side to leave the District and return to
its home state, giving D.C. its strange shape.

FORT WALTON BEACH INFORMATION
2016 REUNION
OCTOBER 13 THRU OCTOBER 17 2016

FEBRUARY Sharrie Reed, Mary Deresky,
Bob Gaboury, Josh Nichols, Lynn Casarini,
Phil Fogle

Our home will
be the
Sheraton Four
Points Hotel at
1325 Miracle
Strip Pkwy Ft.
Walton Beach
Fla. As usual
please ask for
the USS Mills block. The phone number is
888-627-7134. If you would like to stay for a
few extra days please make reservations
early. The hotel is allowing us to stay for 3
days before and 3 days after the above
dates. Our inclusive room rates are $94.35
per night. The hotel is on the Gulf of Mexico
with a private beach for hotel guests.
Our itinerary for this reunion is split into 2
days touring. Venues for the reunion are
$150.00 per person which includes one day
of visiting local attractions and the Saturday
night banquet.
The second day, Sunday October 16th is
optional with tours of the:
1. Naval Aviation Museum
2. Veterans Memorial
3. Historic Pensacola Village
Lunch and a guided tour will be provided at
the Naval Air Museum. Cost for this day of
touring will be $60.00.

ANNIVERSARY’S
DECEMBER Cheryl & John Nickles
Paul & Beth Edwards
JANUARY John & Kathleen Davenport
FEBRUARY Paula & Ben Laurens,
Skip & Lexie Amoroson, Carol Ann & Shelly
Coward

THIS YEARS RAFFEL WINNERS
USS Mills Ship Picture Cpt Drinkwater
Engraved bottle of Bourbon - Skip Amoroson
USS Mills fishing pole - Butch Faught

BIRTHDAY’S
DECEMBER Linda Gaboury, Robin Stafford,
Ray Latourreau, Patricia Scott
JANUARY Tom Grey, Lisa Nichols, Charlie
Hazzard
Patty Griffith, Lindsay Schriever, Pat Bass,
Larry Bartmass, Myron Drinkwater

FACEBOOK
As of this writing we have 112 family
members. It is a great way to keep up to
date with other family members. Just do a
Facebook search for the USS Mills DE-DER
383 Family and ask to join. Either Bob
Gaboury or I will accept your request. We try
to announce reunion updates as well. Only
members can post as it is a closed group.
DUES
A new year is starting so we must collect
dues for the year. If you have paid ahead,
thank you very much so disregard the rest of
this paragraph. They are still $20.00 in spite
of inflation. You can either mail a check to
Ben Laurens at 192 Highway 70 East Bettie,
Beaufort, NC 28516, or send in with your
reunion fees. Either way is greatly
appreciated. As you know the dues help
offset the costs of the newsletter.

DONATIONS
We welcome any donations to help our less
fortunate shipmates attend the reunion.
ATTENTION
FROM BEN LAURENS
This was posted on FB and is for those
that are not on Facebook.
To everyone who attended the Reunion in
D.C. Please check your invoices and credit
card charges for the Westin CrystalCity hotel.
So far 9 attendees were overcharged for
parking. Skip Amoroson alerted me to this a
week or so after the event. I sent them a list
of attendees from which they have issued
credit to 8 additional cards. I will be
contacting those for whom credits have been
written. Once more, please check your
Westin invoice and credit card, let me know if
you find parking charges for more than $5.00
per night.
SICK BAY
Ron Donato had a total knee surgery and is
doing well.
ROBIN CAMPBELL WROTE THIS
TOUCHING LETTER TO LYNN
HAGAN
THANKS LYNN FOR SHARING
Lynn,
On behalf of the family of Jean Fox,
we wish to acknowledge your
thoughts during our time of loss.
You were all so wonderful to mom. It
broke her heart to say goodbye to
Mike. It meant so much to her to
continue the reunions as long as she
did. I know she really wanted to be at
everyone and it was a hard
adjustment for her to slow her pace.
She truly did love the Lord and people
were very special to her. We spent
some wonderful moments with her
right up to the end. I remember telling her "I'm
going to see you in heaven one day" and she
said "don't hurry".
Mom is truly missed.
I apologize that this is so late coming to you.
Blessings,
Robin Campbell

SHIPMATES THAT HAVE MADE THEIR
FINAL VOYAGE
Roger E Loomis 90 passed away Monday,
September 21, 2015, at his residence.
Survivors include his wife, Sheila Loomis of
Heflin; two daughters, Mary Jo Loomis
Sanders (husband, James) of Heflin and
Susan Loomis (fiancé, Lanny) of Heflin; one
son, Timothy John Loomis (wife, Amy) of
Lacygne, KS; 13 grandchildren; 13 greatgrandchildren; and one sister, Loretta Glaves
of Oregon, WS.
An Illinois native, Mr. Loomis was born on
July 27, 1925, the son of Augusta and Mary
Heinsen Loomis. He was a World War II
veteran of the United States Coast Guard
and worked as a truck Driver. Mr. Loomis was
preceded in death by his parents; a
grandson, Joseph Craig; and 13 brothers and
sisters.

5 THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT
THE NAVYFounded on October 13, 1775, by an
order of the Continental Congress, the U.S. Navy
is the largest navy in the world, and it is steeped
in lore and tradition. Presidents, astronauts,
artists, and athletes have worn its uniform, and
untold thousands have lived by the words
engraved on the Naval Academy chapel door:
“Non sibi, sed patriae,” or: ”Not for self, but for
country.” Here are eleven things you might not
know about the Navy.
1. THE NAVY’S BIRTHPLACE IS IN DISPUTE.
Beverly, Massachusetts, and Marblehead,
Massachusetts, have long argued over which was
the birthplace of the Navy. Each town claims to be
homeport of the schooner Hannah, the first armed
sea vessel of the American Revolution, and
founding boat of the U.S. Navy. (It was so named
for Hannah Glover, wife of General John Glover of
the 21st Marblehead Regiment.) Marblehead
provided the crew; Beverly outfitted the ship. (The
men of Marblehead are notable for another action
during the American Revolution—they rowed
General George Washington across the Delaware
River just before the Battle of Trenton.)
Other cities vying for recognition as the birthplace
of the Navy include Philadelphia, PA; Whitehall,
NY; and Providence, RI. The Navy takes no
position on its place of origin.
2. ALL SUBMARINERS ARE VOLUNTEERS.
Most attack submarines in the U.S. Navy are 33feet wide and about the length of a football field.
Ballistic missile submarines are the length of the
Washington Monument. Submarines stay
submerged for months at a time. There are no
windows, there is no night and day, you have
fifteen square feet of living space and no privacy
—and there’s a nuclear reactor right behind you.
They don’t just let anyone in a submarine. All
submariners are volunteers, and have passed
rigorous psychological and physical tests.
Claustrophobics need not apply. Those serving on
submarines are among the most highly trained
personnel in the military.
3. HOW DOES THE NAVY NAME ITS SHIPS?
In 1819, the United States Congress placed the
Secretary of the Navy in charge of naming ships
—a power he or she still enjoys. Generally, names
are compiled by the Naval Historical Center
based on the suggestions from the public, sailors,
and retirees, and from naval history. The Chief of
Naval Operations formally signs and recommends
the list to the Secretary. Ships named for

individuals are christened by “the eldest living
female descendent” of that individual.
Commissioned ships are prefixed with USS,
which stands for United States Ship. Though the
convention had been in use since the late
eighteenth century, it was not standardized or
formalized until 1907, by Teddy Roosevelt.
4. THE NAVY SEAL TRIDENT IS SOMETIMES
CALLED THE “BUDWEISER.”
The trident
worn on the
uniforms of
Navy SEALs
is officially
designated as
the “Special
Warfare
Insignia,” but
it is
sometimes called the “Budweiser,” named in part
for the Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL (BUD/
S) course, the grueling twenty-five week special
warfare school. The trident also has an uncanny
resemblance to the Anheuser-Busch logo.
5. WHY WAS TOPGUN FOUNDED?
The United States Navy Strike Fighter Tactics
Instructor program—previously called the United
States Navy Fighter Weapons School, but more
popularly, “TOPGUN”—was founded during the
Vietnam War. The Navy was concerned by the
poor performance of its air-to-air missile attacks
against the North Vietnamese and ordered an
evaluation of its combat aviation program.
Inadequate crew training was decided to be at
fault, and TOPGUN was established, where pilots
would engage in realistic dogfight training against
aircraft comparable to the enemy of the day. By
the 1970s, Navy kill-to-loss rates went from 3.7:1
to 13:1—a testament to the profound and radical
success of the program. It later became the basis
of a Tom Cruise movie and, not to spoil anything,
but don’t get too attached to Goose.

The Late Tommy Nichols Founder and
Skipper forever
Reunion Planner: Ben Laurens
192 Highway 70 East Bettie,
Beaufort, NC 28516
252-504-3733, Email:
nriver@ec.rr.com Administrative
Secretary: Pat Bridgford- 14321 S.
Locust St., Olathe, KS 66062
913-707-8266

SHIPMATES SALUTING THE TOMB OF
THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER

CPT HANK BEING PIPPED OFF
THE USS ARLINGTON LPD-24 AT THE 2014
REUNION IN NORFOLK VA

Florida Governor Rick Scott presenting
Bob Suttle and Janet at the "Governor's
Veteran Service Award" medal here in
The Villages. The award was giving to
Florida residences that served in the
armed forces and honorably discharged.
Gov. Scott is a former navy enlisted

Serviceman and was assigned to the USS
Clover, a guided missile destroyer. He
was a radar man, so we had something in
common in our navy careers…. he
operated the radars systems and I
repaired the electronics on board the
ship. He seemed a bit jealous when I told
him about our “Operation Deep Freeze”
adventures.

JOHN DAVENPORT AS SANTA CLAUS

