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ITINERARY VA BEACH REUNION OCTOBER 
2018 
 Thursday 10/25  

                                                Meet in hospitality room adjacent to 

Breakfast dining area. Pick up 

welcome bags, have a snack and 

greet shipmates & families 

                  Friday 10/26 

                           9:45 A.M.   Annual meeting – We will decide on 

a destination for 2019 and discuss 

anything else appropriate. 

                        12:30 PM       Board busses for tour of Va. Beach                               

oceanfront.  Cape Henry South. 

  4:30 P.M.    Return to hotel 

  6:00 PM      Light dinner in hospitality Room 

 7:15 PM      Begin evening entertainment   

“Frank sings Frank “             

                  Saturday 10/27  

                           8:30 AM     Board busses for tour to Jamestown 

& Yorktown 

                           3:30 PM      Board Spirit of Norfolk cruise   

ship for harbor tour and dinner 

   6:30 PM     Return to Hotel. 

               Sunday 10/28   

                             9:30AM    Christian prayer meeting with 

Chaplain Gary Hlavka                    

Balance of day free 

                Monday 10/29  

                                               RETURN HOME SAFELY WITH GOD’S 

BLESSING. 

 

 

FROM THE PLANNER 
MILLS Family reunion is returning to Virginia Beach 

and our beloved Atlantic Ocean for another year.  

The hotel is oceanfront, directly in front of the 

fishing pier 

 Our home for the 2018 reunion is the Best Western 

Sandcastle Virginia Beach.  Dates are October 25 to 

October 29.  Our room rate is 103.46 inclusive.  ALL 

rooms will be oceanfront directly facing the concrete 

boardwalk.  Reunion rates will be held for 3 days 

prior and 3 days after our reunion.  Reservation 

telephone number is 757-428-2828 

Please identify yourselves as attendees of the USS 

MILLS reunion in order to be guaranteed the 

Reunion rate.  A deposit of one night’s rate will be 

required when making reservations.    

We have a wonderful slate of historic tours for 2018.  

We will visit Jamestown, the first successful English 

settlement in continental North America.  Then we’ll 

visit the newly updated and renovated Yorktown 

museum of the American Revolution.  Our annual 

banquet will be held as we sail on the Spirit of 

Norfolk cruise ship.    Total cost for everything is 

$350.00 per couple {NOTE this is a reduction of 

30.00 from the original quote}.  This price includes 

all breakfasts, one lunch and every evening meal.  

Please send to me with Pat’s white information slip 

and shirt sizes before Sept 25th 2018. 

Time and attrition are beginning to affect MILLS 
family too often.  If you have never attended a 
reunion, or it’s been a few years, please come and 
visit with your MILLS family in Virginia Beach. MILLS 
family reunion has almost 100 attendees a year. This 
is over twice the average of ships of our era.   Our 
ship is unique among vessels that have been out of 
commission for almost 50 years.  If you aren’t a 
regular, come see what makes the gathering of your 
shipmates so special 



 

SANDCASTLE INN VA BEACH 

 
JUST A THOUGHT 
I recently learned that a former USN shipmate of 
mine has been diagnosed with lung cancer and is 
awaiting a final assessment as to the degree of the 
disease and prognosis. My prayers, thoughts and 
optimism for recovery are with my good friend and 
his family as they go through this trying ordeal. I will 
keep him in my daily prayers. 
I know what it’s like to be informed that one has 

cancer – a very tough diagnosis! Twenty years ago in 

1998, I was shocked and dumbfounded to learn that 

I had kidney cancer. After a day or two of getting 

over being blind-sided by one of the worst things 

one can hear, I went into “General  Quarters, 

General Quarters, all hands man your stations!” In 

short, I went into emergency-mode taking an 

aggressive, proactive attitude toward understanding 

this enemy and doing all I could to defeat it. My 

Navy training kicked in! I researched day & night and 

sought all the expertise in the medical profession I 

could find. If nothing else, this positive approach 

kept me informed, minimized the anxiety of the 

unknown and gave me the peace of greater 

knowledge and some control over my medical care 

and hopefully my recovery. But without my Lord 

God, the Great Comforter & Healer, upon whom we 

are all dependent, I would not have been able to 

make it. I believe in miraculous cures! However, 

notwithstanding the cancer, I knew my final 

destination – eternal life with our Lord. As He tells us 

in Isaiah 43: 1-3 Don’t be afraid because I 

have saved you. I have called you by name 

and you are mine. When you pass through 

the waters, I will be with you. When you 

cross the rivers, you will not drown. When 

you walk through the fire, you will not be 

burned. 

This is because I am the Lord your God, the 

Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

Bottom-line, I only have one kidney, but I remain 

cancer-free.  It was a very challenging experience 

made so much easier and successful with the 

comfort, blessing and anointing of our Lord and 

Savior. Without Him, I would have been a “ship 

without a rudder”. I hope and pray that my shipmate 

has a similar experience.  

I share this with you in part because I 

encourage all of you to be prayerful and 

proactive with your health and happiness. 

Go to church or temple, praise God and get 

regular health check-ups!! 

God bless, 
Brian Goode 
 
RETIREMENT LIFE 
 

JOHN DAVENPORT 

   



GARY’S CORNER    
  As we age our priorities change.....old 
friendships become more special , and that is 
what we have with this USS Mills group. We all 
lost a very special brother and dear friend in 
Skip Amoroson recently. Skip was a truly great 
person and shipmate, who will never be 
replaced. I will never forget the time he 
welcomed Patricia and I to his home. What a 
fantastic home! Patricia to this day has "kitchen 
envy"! We were honored to meet his family 
and four legged friends....including "lard ass" 
who was slightly overweight for a beagle......lol. 
We attend a party for the family and you could 
tell what a great job Lexie and Skip did bring up 
their children. What is more 
important then that.....especially in the current 
day and age that we live. 
     Folks I love seeing Randy Turner (fuzzy face 
to me 50 years later) Peggy......our dear friends 
from NYC Bob and Wendy Morris.....and how 
can you forget Tony and Ann Marie Oliver? We 
met them at Cooperstown a few years back on 
my first trip to Cooperstown. 
     This last reunion in Myrtle Beach was special 
to me as my brother Steve and wife Marcia 
attended.....Also an old shipmate and "boot" 
Brian Goode and wife Gigi attended. Brian left 
the USS Mills in 1968 and went to Vietnam on 
another "tin can". I had talked to Brian and 
even sent him my old Mills year book a couple 
of years earlier!  Both Brian and I have talked to 
King Triplett...our Harvard educated CIC officer 
and are trying to get him to the next reunion!  A 
special fact is King Trippett's dad played for the 
St. Louis Cardinals and won a World Series ring!  
King played baseball at Harvard…but only his 
dad is in several baseball Hall of Fames! 
   We are indeed blessed to have our former 
Captain of the USS Mills , Hank Morris and his 
wife, attend many of the past reunions. This last 
reunion he made a special Hank Morris 
statement. His quote was “the difference 
between Navy Admirals and Army Generals….is 
in the Navy they know their 
parents”…..priceless! 
 
 

      I think our bonds grow stronger at each 
reunion. That is what I am trying to stay in a 
round-about way. I was just lucky enough to 
have Roger Garner find me in the phone book 
before the Mills reunion in St. Charles, 
Missouri about 15 years ago. I am blessed to 
have such great memories, and develope 
friendships over the past 50 plus years.....while 
at sea with the great ship. We just need to 
count our blessing and keep sailing to the next 
reunion! 
    God Bless America and God Bless the USS 
Mills family! 
             Gary Bridgford 
 

FACEBOOK   
As of this writing we have 154 members. Bob 
Gaboury does a great job monitoring the site 
and keeping it safe. It is a great way to keep up 
with our family goings on. If you would like to 
join, just do a FB search for the USS Mills DE-
DER 383 Family. Gabby has developed a few 
questions that keeps spammers away. Come 
join the fun.  
 
DUES 
The dues remain $20.00 again this year. You can 
send payment with your reunion payment or 
just send to Ben if not planning to attend the 
reunion. 
 
DONATIONS 
If you would like to help our less fortunate 
shipmates to attend the reunion, please feel 
free to remit a check to Ben.  Any amount is 
welcomed. We appreciate your generosity in 
advance. 
 

SILENT AUCTION 
The silent auction has returned. Please keep 
this in mind while shopping. We will also 
like slightly used donations. It does not have 
to be Navy related, just something we could 
use. 
 
 
 
 



BIRTHDAYS  
MARCH   Ron Donato, Laverne Miltzow, Earl 
Borman, Dan Murray, Gary Hlavka, April Crianza, 
Roger Dereske, Karen Lazzaro, Jerry Wood 
APRIL   John Reed, Ben Laurens, Paula Laurens, Kerry 
Norris, Ed Potts  

MAY Irene Norris, Belinda Gray, Trudy Faught, 
Lawrence Shed, Gary Bridgford, Pat Bridgford, 
Landon Spurlock, Rick Ormandy  
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
MARCH Earl & Doris Boreman, Kerry & Irene Norris, 
Tom & Belinda Grey, Gary & Pat Bridgford  
APRIL Alan and Lisa Nichols  

MAY Sherry & John Reed  
 

SICK BAY 
Harold W. Dyer has stage 4 pancreatic 
cancer  

Captain Myron Drinkwater is suffering from 
stomach cancer 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

“Vietnam War Veterans Recognition Act” 

As we returned home from any one of the 

Deepfreeze cruises in the mid-late 60’s 

many MILLS sailors were disrespected orally 

or by gesture simply for being in uniform 

during the Vietnam War.  The antiwar 

media had driven public opinion about the 

baby killers who wore the uniform of our 

armed forces into a frenzy of hate and 

negativity. 

Many of us have shared memories of being 

accosted in public places by our fellow 

citizens.   All of this was particularly 

inappropriate for MILLS sailors as we had 

not been in Vietnam. 

In March of 2017 President Trump signed 

into law the “Vietnam War Veterans 

Recognition Act” designating March 29th as 

National Vietnam War Veterans Day.   

In 2018, the 50th year since the conflict 

began there are literally thousands of 

commemorative events taking place all 

across America to show appreciation to all 

of the 7 million living veterans who served 

from 1965 thru 1975.  

This from the 50th year Anniversary 

Announcement  

 “While we acknowledge the distinction 

between veterans who served in country, in 

theater and or were stationed elsewhere 

during this period, we honor all who served.  

They are known to us simply as “Vietnam 

Veterans”. 

America has come around for us, 

shipmates.  God Bless America 

 

  



SHIPMATES THAT HAVE MADE THEIR 
FINAL VOYAGE 
Francis Joseph “Skip” Amoroson, age 73, of 

Murrells Inlet 
passed away 
Saturday, 
February 3, 2018. 
Mr. Amoroson 
was born August 
23, 1944 in New 
Brunswick, New 
Jersey to the late 
Mr. Frank 
Amoroson and the 

late Elvira Tugya Amoroson. Mr. Amoroson was 
an Electrical Engineer. He was a Vietnam 
Veteran, having served in the U.S. Navy. 
Skip is survived by: His wife, Alexa Amoroson his 
son, Two Daughters, and Five Grandchildren. 
 
 

ENCS David T. East, USN (Retired)  
Va Beach - ENCS David 
Tilton East, USN (Retired), 
90, passed away at home 
with his family by his side 
on December 18, 2017. 
After serving in World 
War II, the Korean 
War and the Vietnam 

War, he retired as a Senior Chief Petty Officer 
with two decades of service in the U.S. Navy. 
Dave's passions were his family and camping. 
Up until just a few years ago, Dave could be 
found traveling throughout the Nation with his 
wife by his side.  
 
 
Sharon Amore (Thomas) Johnson age 73 
Clinton, Tennessee (Wade Johnson’s wife) 
October 01, 1944 - January 12, 2018 
She was born in Baltimore, Maryland October 1, 
1944. Sharon was a member of the Seventh day 
Christian Assembly Woodson Rd in Knoxville. 
During her last days, confined to her bed, she 
would continually ask if it was Sabbath or When 
will it be Sabbath. She loved the time she spent 

with her spiritual brothers and sisters in place 
her Savior selected for her to worship. 
 

Larry Claude Bartmess January 5, 1942 
October 16, 2017. Fort 
Walton Beach FL 
passed away October 
16, 2017 Larry was 
born on January 5, 
1942, on his 
grandparents’ farm in 

Minco, Oklahoma. Following graduation from 
Rapid City High School in 1960, he worked as an 
auto mechanic. In 1961 he avoided the draft by 
enlisting in the Navy. He went to basic training 
in San Diego CA. Following his diesel engine 
mechanic training, he was assigned to the USS 
Mills. Larry is survived by his wife of 45 years, 
Rita (Queen) Bartmess of Fort Walton Beach. 
 

 
Bob and Linda Gaboury’s daughter-in-law 
Karly Coyle died peacefully surrounded by 
family on February 13, 2018, at home in 
Camarillo, California because of Cancer.  

 
 
 

 
The late Tommy Nichols Founder 
and skipper forever 
Reunion Planner: Ben Laurens  
192 Hwy 70 East Bette, Beaufort, 
NC 28516 
Ph 252-504-3733 
Email: nriver@ec.rr.com 
Administrative Secretary: 
Pat Bridgford 
14321 S Locust St, Olathe, Ks 
66062 
Ph. 913-707-8266 
Email: pat.ussmills@gmail.com        

 

 
 
 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=187619986&affiliateID=2290
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=187619986&affiliateID=2290
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/korean-war/?personid=187619986&affiliateID=2290
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/korean-war/?personid=187619986&affiliateID=2290
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/vietnam-war/?personid=187619986&affiliateID=2290
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/vietnam-war/?personid=187619986&affiliateID=2290
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/navy/?personid=187619986&affiliateID=2290
mailto:nriver@ec.rr.com
http://www.burroughsfh.com/obituary?id=314402


2018 ANNUAL AUCTION 

BY MIKE LYTLE  

 

NAME______________ 

ADDRESS___________ 

__________________      

PHONE_____________  

 

NAME______________ 

ADDRESS___________ 

__________________ 

PHONE_____________  

 

NAME______________ 

ADDRESS___________ 

__________________ 

PHONE_____________  

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

                              

 

                       
 

             WOODFORD RESERVE  

 

NAME______________ 

ADDRESS___________ 

__________________  
PHONE_____________  

 

NAME______________ 

ADDRESS___________ 

__________________ 

PHONE_____________ 

 
$5.00 each or 5/$20.   
 
Please make checks out to and 
mail to: 
Gary Bridgford 
14321 S Locust St 
Olathe, Ks 66062 

 
 




