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2017 Myrtle Beach Reunion 
      Well each year I remark after the reunion is 
over that "It’s the best yet"!  And I repeated 
myself again this year!!!! First Ben did a great 
job with the hotel. A sea side hotel with the view 
we got and the hospitality room on top was 
outstanding! The entire hotel staff really did a 
fantastic job helping Pat and I with our setup for 
the smoker and a room next door. We could not 
ask for anymore! The breakfast was just 
amazing especially when you figure that in to 
your room rate. 
     Thanks to all the help we got from the Mills 
family the Thursday night BBQ was a success. 
We had both worried (her much more than me

) that we could pull off the meal for about 100 
great friends! Well it happened because of help 
from friends! 
     I really enjoyed seeing my brother Steve and 
his wife Marcia a year after seeing them on our 
trip to Fort Walton Beach. Especially rewarding 
was seeing a "young" boot 49 years later. I am 
referring to Brian Goode and his bride Gigi. He 
came aboard the USS Mills on her last cruise to 
Operation Deep Freeze.... Had not seen him 
since! Meeting old shipmates like this is what 
makes the reunion so special! Our special sailor 
and three-time Deep Freeze member, Skip 
Amoroson visit was a highlight. 
        The seafood buffet was so special for us 
land locked people (Yes, the land of 
TOTO<Kansas> has no seafood to brag 
about!!)! Patricia and I were really looking 
forward it for months, and it still exceeded out 
expectations! The boat excursion was so 
special, and yet we were sad to hear it was 
coming to an end because of progress? Really 
make me appreciate the beauty of the Myrtle 
Beach area more seeing all those fantastic 
homes! 
        We are blessed to be a part of a family that 
came together from all walks of life to make the 
Mills family so special. I think it started in World 
War Two when a young Navy Ensign pilot was 
the first to lose his life fighting for the United  

 
States of America. Captain Hank Morris, Ben 
Laurens and all of us are proudly carrying the 
Mills name on. God Bless us. God Bless the 
USA!             Gary Bridgford    
 

 
 

 
 
Skip Amorson 
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Bob Gaboury 
New time piece donated by Loretta Johnson 
Ranck and proudly displayed in my office 
honoring our shipmate Bobby Johnson. 
Thanks for making this available Loretta , I 
will treasure it forever. 
 

 

FROM THE PLANNER 
MILLS Family reunion is returning to Virginia 
each and our beloved Ocean for another year.  
The hotel is oceanfront, directly in front of the 
fishing pier. Our home for the 2018 reunion is 
the Best Western Sandcastle Virginia Beach.  
Dates are October 25 to October 29.  Our room 
rate is 103.46 inclusive.  ALL rooms will be 
oceanfront.  Reunion rates will be held for 3 
days prior and 3 days after our reunion.  
Reservation telephone number is 757-428-
2828. Please identify yourselves as attendees of 
the USS MILLS reunion in order to be 
guaranteed the Reunion rate.  A deposit of one 
night’s rate will be required when making 

reservations.  We have a wonderful slate of tours 
for 2018.  Total cost for everything  
is $380.00 per couple.  Please send that to me 
with Pat’s white information slip and shirt sizes 
before Sept 25 th 2018. Come be with your 
MILLS family on the Ocean for your family 
reunion 2018.  By popular consensus, Myrtle 
Beach was a great success.  Unfortunately, we  

missed some shipmates who regularly attend, 
please come back ya’ll.  Fortunately, there were 
some first-time attendees too.  Thank you, 
please consider yourself annual family members 
from this time forward.  
God Bless and keep us. 
 

WELCOME FAMILY MEMBERS THAT 
ATTENDED THE REUNION FOR THE FIRST 
TIME 
Ron Gaboury (Bob Gaboury’s brother) 
Brian and Gigi Goode 
Steve and Marcia Bridgford (Gary 
Bridgford’s brother and sister-in-law) 
Millie (Lois Krueger’s sister)  
Hayley and Jess (Tammi & Kevin 
Burchfield’s children) 
 
Very cool to have a new member to the 
U.S.S. Mills group! Brian and Gigi Goode 
adopted an Umbrella Cockatoo at 12 weeks 
old! They stopped at a bird farm on the way 
home from Myrtle Beach. Her name is 
Millie (after the Mills)! Our reunion changed 
all their lives! Welcome aboard Millie! 
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JUST A THOUGHT 
My thoughts for this issue of the newsletter 
center around the word “clarity” as it 
relates to how we see or understand things. 
We are constantly bombarded 24/7 with 
“news”, “fake news”, and “opinions 
disguised as “truth & fact”. We are often 
fighting amongst ourselves, our loved ones 
and brawling in the streets throughout our 
precious country over this misinformation 
that severely lacks clarity & truth. We are 
tearing apart the very fabric that holds us 
all together. So when I reflect upon this 
tragic state of affairs, I find it to be most 
helpful to focus on the greatest clarity we 
have ever known which is found in the Two 
Great Commandments: Matthew 22: 36-40: 
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’[a] 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself. These two 
commandments are full of clarity and very 
concise. So how does this relate to what we 
are going through today? Let’s take 
something very close to home and at the 
heart of why we as shipmates along with 
hundreds of thousands or perhaps millions 
before us have gone to war to protect the 
freedoms and values athletes elected to 
“take a knee” on international television 
and trash everything we love and cherish as 
Americans this country so cherishes. Many 
have paid the ultimate sacrifice with their 
lives for these fundamental values that are 
most succinctly reflected in our flag and the 
playing of the national anthem which 
represents who we are as a united nation 
under God. We stand and place our hand 
over our heart in respect and love for our 
fellow Americans and the freedoms and 
values we enjoy in the USA. That is until just 
recently when some very spoiled and over-
paid. My brothers and sisters, God called 

upon you to be free, but do not use your 
freedom as an excuse to do what pleases 
your sinful self. Serve each other with love. 
NFL football games or any sporting events 
that are introduced by the national anthem 
and Old Glory are clearly the wrong venue 
to vent your personal angst. Let us all pray 
that this behavior will quickly change. 
May God Bless America, 
Brian Goode 
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FOR THE COOKS IN THE FAMILY 
Brussels Sprouts Gratin 
45 minutes to prepare serves 6  
1 1/2 pounds brussels sprouts, halved  
8 oz. bacon, cooked and crumbled  
1 cup sharp cheddar cheese, grated  
1/2 cup fontina cheese, grated, optional  
3/4 cup heavy cream  
2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil  
1 egg  
1 sprig rosemary, minced  
1 teaspoon garlic powder  
1 teaspoon onion powder  
1/2 teaspoon red pepper flakes, optional  
Kosher salt and freshly ground pepper, to taste.  
 
Preheat oven to 400º F. Toss brussel sprouts in olive 
oil and season generously with salt and pepper. 
Place them in a large baking dish and roast for 15-20 
minutes, or until semi-softened. In a large bowl, 
whisk together egg, heavy cream, rosemary, garlic 
powder, onion powder and red pepper flakes (if 
using), then stir in cheeses. Remove brussel sprouts 
from oven and add 3/4 bacon to the baking dish. 
Pour cheese mixture over the top and stir everything 
together, then top with remaining bacon. Reduce 
oven temperature to 350º, return baking dish and 
bake for 20-25 minutes, or until cheese is bubbly and 
just set. Remove from oven and let cool 5 minutes 
before serving. 
 
 

New friends and Old Friends 
MAKE NEW FRIENDS, BUT KEEP HE OLD; 
THOSE ARE SILVER, THESE RE GOLD. 
NEW-MADE FRIENDSHIPS, LIKE NEW WINE,  
AGE WILL MELLOW AND REFINE.  
FRIENDSHIPS THAT HAVE STOOD THE TEST 
TIME AND CHANGE ARE SURELY BEST; 
BROW MAY WRINKLE, HAIR GROW GRAY, 
FRIENDSHIP NEVER KNOWS DECAY.  
FOR 'MID OLD FRIENDS TRIED AND TRUE,  
ONCE MORE WE OUR YOUTH RENEW.  
BUT OLD FRIENDS, ALAS MAY DIE,  
NEW FRIENDS MUST THEIR PLACE SUPPLY.  
CHERISH FRIENDSHIP IN YOUR BREAST 
NEW IS GOOD, BUT OLD IS BEST;  
MAKE NEW FRIENDS, BUT KEEP THE OLD;  
THOSE ARE SILVER, THESE ARE GOLD. 
Author: JOSEPH PARR 

 

 

RENEWING OLD FRIENDSHIPS 
Gary Bridgford 
Had not seen my shipmate Brian Goode for 
50 years...time goes by quickly! My brother 
and sister in law also made it a special Navy 
reunion in Myrtle Beach....Gigi Goode tells 
some great Louisiana joke! 
 

 
BRIAN & GIGI GOODE, STEVE & MARCIA 
BRIDGFORD, GARY & PAT BRIDGFORD 

 

               
   BOB KOFKE, RANDY TURNER, BRIAN GOODE 
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SICK BAY 
Maurice Raynor is suffering from a serious 
heart condition. He has been experiencing 
massive edema and is in the hospital as Doctors 
attempt to mitigate his condition. 
Gary Ross suffered a fall and injured his leg. 
Fortunately, he was able to make the reunion. 
Irene Norris  (Kerry Norris’s wife) took a fall 
that resulted in having hip replacement.  
Lynn Hagan-Gentry  Been a long journey for me as 

well others, BUT mine has light at end of 

tunnel....latest is from my Dr. " I've not seen such a 

response to treatment of this magnitude in a long 

time, can't make any guarantees but I don't think 

you'll have any recurrence. " That's no guarantee but 

was so wonderful to hear those words, not out of 

the woods yet but getting there if I can just keep my 

platelets up for the next 2 treatments.....Thank 

everyone for their prayers as THAT is what has 

brought me through with remarkable results. 

Congrats Lynn!!! 

FACEBOOK 
As of this writing, we have 143 members. 
Bob Gaboury created a few short questions that 
must be answered before he accepts a new 
member which keeps the site safe from 
scammers. Just type USS Mills DE-DER 383 
Family in the search bar, ask to be a member 
and the questions will pop up. Easy peasy! It is a 
great way to keep up with our Mills family.  

 

BIRTHDAY’S 
SEPTEMBER Tony Oliver (sorry I missed last 

newsletter) 

OCTOBER Ann Marie Oliver (sorry I missed last 

newsletter) 
DECEMBER Linda Gaboury, Robin Stafford, 
 Ray Letourneau, Patricia Scott 
JANUARY Tom Grey, Lisa Nichols, Charlie Hazzard 
FEBRUARY Sharrie Reed, Mary Dereske, Bob 
Gaboury, Josh Nichols, Lynne Cesarini , Phil Fogle 

ANNIVERSARY’S 
DECEMBER Cheryl & John Nickles 

JANUARY John & Kathleen Davenport                                                                                   

FEBRUARY Paula & Ben Laurens, 
Skip & Lexie Amoroson 

 

DUES 
It is that time again. Dues are $20.00 year to 
help offset the costs of this newsletter. Please 
send a check to Ben Laurens at 192 HWY 70 
East Bette, Beaufort, NC 28516 or enclose it 
with your 2018 reunion fees.  
 

BENEVOLENT FUND 
Ben is accepting donations to help our less fortunate 
family members attend the reunion. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 

ADDRESS CHANGES 
In September we had a couple of people that 
missed the newsletter because they moved. 
Please notify Ben or I of any changes to make 
sure you receive all the newsletters. 
 

 
 

SILENT AUCTION 
We are going to have a silent auction this year. 
Please keep us in mind when shopping. We also 
would accept gently used items. The auction is 
always fun. You may be able to pick up a 
Christmas present and help the family at the 
same time. Bonus...  

 



SHIPMATE THAT HAS TAKEN THEIR FINAL 
TOUR 
Michael Andrew Russo 3/1/1949 - 9/28/2017 
Mike was born on in Frankfurt, Germany to Joseph 

Robert Russo, who served in the 
US Air Force as a 1st LT, and 
Mabel Ellyn Russo.  
He grew up in Chicago, Illinois 
after moving from Germany at 
age five. He enlisted as a 
volunteer in the US Navy in 
1966 and served honorably as a 

Seaman with service aboard the USS Mills, he was 
also a Corpsman. Decorations include National 
Defense, Antarctic, and Vietnam Service Medals.  
 
 
 

Gerald R. Ford class (or Ford class, 
previously known as CVN-21 
class), is a class of super carrier 
being built to replace 
the USS Enterprise (CVN-65) and 
eventually the United States 
Navy's existing Nimitz-
class carriers, beginning with the 
delivery of CVN-78, USS Gerald R. 

Ford. The new vessels have a hull similar to 
the Nimitz carriers, but introduce technologies since 
developed such as the Electromagnetic Aircraft 
Launch System, as well as other design features 
intended to improve efficiency and reduce operating 
costs, including sailing with smaller crews. 
Stealth features to reduce radar cross-section. 
The ability to carry up to 90 aircraft, including 
the Boeing F/A-18E/F Super Hornet, Boeing EA-18G 
Growler, Grumman C-2 Greyhound, Northrop 
Grumman E-2 Hawkeye, Lockheed Martin F-35C 
Lightning II, Sikorsky SH-60 Seahawk helicopters, 
and unmanned combat aerial vehicles such as 
the Northrop Grumman X-47B.  
The US Navy aims to use modern equipment and 
extensive automation to reduce the crew size and 
the total cost of future aircraft carriers.[16] The 
biggest visible difference from earlier supercarriers 
will be the more aft location of the island 
(superstructure).[17] Ships of the Ford class are 
intended to sustain 160 sorties per day for 30-plus 
days, with a surge capability of 270 sorties per 
day.[18][19]Director of Operational Testing Michael 
Gilmore has criticized the assumptions used in these 
forecasts as unrealistic and has indicated sortie rates 

similar to the 120/240 per day of the Nimitz class w. 
Performance improvements 
Gerald R. Ford is intended to be the first of a class of 
aircraft carriers that offer significant performance 
improvements over the previous Nimitz class. Gerald 
R. Ford is equipped with an AN/SPY-3 active 
electronically scanned array multi-function radar, 
and an island that is shorter in length and 20 feet 
(6.1 m) would be acceptable  taller than that of 
the Nimitz class; it is set 140 feet (43 m) further aft 
and 3 feet (0.91 m) closer to the edge of the ship. 
Replacing traditional steam catapults, 
the Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System (EMALS) 
will launch all carrier aircraft. This innovation 
eliminates the traditional requirement to generate 
and store steam, freeing up considerable area 
below-deck. With the EMALS, Gerald R. Ford can 
accomplish 25% more aircraft launches per day than 
the Nimitz class and requires 25% fewer crew 
members. The Navy estimates it will save $4 billion 
in operating costs over a 50-year lifespan. According 
to an Associated Press story: 

 
‘She is truly a technological marvel,' Chief 
of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert said in a webcast ceremony at 
the Newport News, Va., shipyard 
where Gerald R. Ford is being built. 'She 
will carry unmanned aircraft, joint strike 
fighters, and she will deploy lasers.’   

These performance enhancements were problematic 
in Pentagon tests, but final software fixes for some 
of the problems were delayed until after the ship’s 
Post Shakedown Availability in 2019.  

 

 

The late Tommy Nichols, Founder and 
Skipper forever 

Reunion Planner: Ben Laurens 
192 HWY 70 East Bette, Beaufort, NC 
28516 
252-504-3733  
nriver@ec.rr.com 
Administrative secretary: 
Pat Bridgford 
14321 S. Locust St, Olathe, Ks 66062 
913-707-8266 pat.ussmills@gmail.com 
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2018 RAFFLE 
 
 

 
 
BY MIKE LYTLE 
 
Ben has also acquired some 
engraved bottles of Bourbon to 
commemorate the Virginia Beach 
Reunion.  
 

We will ship to the winner at no 

extra cost. 

NAME______________ 

ADDRESS___________ 

__________________      

PHONE_____________  

 

NAME______________ 

ADDRESS___________ 

__________________ 

PHONE_____________  

 

NAME______________ 

ADDRESS___________ 

__________________ 

PHONE_____________  

 

 

NAME______________ 

ADDRESS___________ 

__________________  
PHONE_____________  

 

 

NAME______________ 

ADDRESS___________ 

__________________ 

PHONE_____________ 

 
 
 
$5.00 each or 5/$20.   
 
Please mail to: 
Gary Bridgford 
14321 s Locust st 
Olathe, Ks 66062 
 


