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FROM THE PLANNER 
Our home for the 2018 reunion is the Best Western 
Sandcastle, Virginia Beach.  Reunion dates are 
October 25th thru the 29th.  Our room rate is 103.46 
inclusive.  ALL rooms will be oceanfront directly 
facing the concrete boardwalk and fishing pier.  
Rates will be held 3 days prior and 3 days after the 
reunion.  Reservation # is 757 428 2828.  Identify 
yourselves as members of the USS MILLS DER-383 
Reunion.    
PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS ASAP.   

Cost per couple will be $350.00. Included will be all 
Breakfasts, one lunch and several dinners and of 
course all venues.  Our Banquet this year will be 
aboard the “Spirit of Norfolk” while on our cruise 
Saturday evening.   
Please send $350.00 venue cost to me along with 

shirt sizes by SEPTEMBER 25th.  VERY IMPORTANT.   
If venues are not paid by this date, we will be 
charged an additional 5% and lose guarantees. May 
sound punitive but it is standard procedure.  Busses 
must be booked & tickets reserved for a specific 
number of attendees at least 30 days before events. 
 As always, your shipmates and reunion team ask 
that everyone come to be with your MILLS family in 
Virginia Beach.  Attrition has not been kind to us this 
year, so please, attend while you’re able.  Your 
MILLS family awaits. 
Our Family reunion will be in Ft. Walton Beach 
Florida in 2019. Four hotels and three months after 
we were approached by the Sheraton 4 points who 
consequently reneged on everything, we have a 
contract in the new Holiday Inn Resort on the gulf.  
Had it not been for such a huge response and 
support from shipmates to return there, this one 
would have been passed over.   More to follow. 
Our silent auction is returning this year.  There will 
be some unique items to bid on, I have advance info 
on 5 amazing items already.  Please bring along your 
best idea for something a shipmate will be proud to 
bid on and take home.  Assuming everyone’s annual 
participation, the auction has always been our most 
successful fund raiser.       God Bless us all. 

GARY’S CORNER by Gary Bridgford 
Once again, we are all blessed to be able to 
reunite in 
friendship this 
year. America 
does honor its 
servicemen dead 
or alive. Seeing 
the American flags 
over the bodies of 
servicemen 
coming into Hawaii from North Korea recently 
brought tears to my eyes. I think of all the 
brothers and sisters involved in the Korean War 
who are just now receiving their loved ones. 
How about the Gold Star families that have 
lived the past horrors for the last 70 years! 
Imagine not seeing a brother or father for that 
many years and the toll it would take on your 
soul. I surely can't!  

   I had a visit with a Doctor recently, and we 
talked about visiting Australia and New 
Zealand. She was from the Republic of 
Georgia which broke away from the USSR in 
1991. She talked very fondly of her visit to 
Queenstown, New Zealand. It brought back 

many fond 
memories of 
our time 
back then 
and the 
beauty of 
both 

countries.  Very few Americans have had 
that once in a lifetime chance to see those 
majestic lands. You also can't find a nicer 
group of people than the Aussies and Kiwis! 



    Our friendship among shipmates grow 
stronger each year and each year our 
numbers dwindle. I was lucky enough to 
order and keep our USS Mills cruse books. I 
know this is hard to believe, but when a 
name comes up on Facebook etc. I must go 
to the book to remember who that person 
is. To my surprise, in many cases the faces 
don't match the faces of today. I was very 
lucky that Roger Garner found me via 
telephone before the St. Charles, Mo 
reunion several years ago! This is one of the 
many reasons why Patricia and I look 
forward to this reunion and help in any way 
we can. I know we have a very unique 
organization. A ship that was named after 
the first Naval aviator killed in World War 
Two....and we carry on his memories almost 
eighty years later. Yes, we are all blessed to 
be part of the USS Mills family. God Bless 
you all and looking forward to seeing you all 
at another great reunion! 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
I inadvertently left Gary Hlavka & Ginny 
Halvka off the Birthday list in July (Sorry) 

SEPTEMBER 
Butch Faught, 
Dave Luscomb, 
Mary Lou Herren, 
Bo Bojstrup, Bob 
Gentry, Ken 
Paulson, Tony 
Oliver 
OCTOBER  
Jerry Ewing, Bobby 
Mignerey,  John 

Sonefeld, Edie Paulson, Robert Kofke, Ann 
Marie Oliver 
NOVEMBER 
Debbie Scarbrough, Dianne Ross, Judy Dyer, 
Judy Letourneau, Jim Tomes 
 
 

ANNIVERSARY’S 
OCTOBER  
Butch & Trudy Faught, John & Diane 
Sonefeld, Ken & Edie Paulson 
NOVEMBER 
Gary & Dianne Ross, Ray & Judy 
Letourneau, Loretta &    Ranck, Stephen & 
Lee Kovac, Bob & Lynn Gaboury 
 
DUES 
For those going to the reunion, please remit 
payment with your venue payments. If you 
are not going, please sent to Ben directly. It 
is $20.00 again this year. 
 
SILENT AUCTION 
As Ben has mentioned, we are bringing back 
the silent auction.  When shopping, please 
think about items for the auction. We also 
appreciate gently used items. They do not 
have to be navy oriented. 
 
FACEBOOK 
Our FB family is growing. As of this writing, 
we have 161 members. It is never too late 
to join the fun.   
 
SICK BAY 
Wes Riley (Harold Tichenor’s son) tore his 
Achilles Tendon 
LARRY SHEA has had kidney problems 
JOHN NICKLES has had heart problems 
DIANNE ROSS Experienced headaches high 
temperatures and shaking 
TOM GREY had neck surgery 
PLEASE PRAY FOR A SPEEDY RECOVERY 
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Norfolk, Virginia view from The Spirit of 

Norfolk 

The Spirit of Norfolk Dinner Cruise is 

sure to provide you with incredible 

views of the city's skyline. The Dinner 

Cruise is a fine-dining atmosphere This 

cruise is a dinner party on water. If 

you'd rather take in the sights, head out 

to the observation deck where you can 

relax and enjoy incredibly beautiful 

views. The Dinner Cruise makes for a 

lively and fun experience. The buffest-

style dinner menu includes a variety of 

salads, Oven Baked Atlantic Cod, Honey 

& Sesame Chicken, Whole-Roasted Pork 

Loin, Braised Beef Short Ribs, Baked 

Ziti, and Mashed Potatoes. Don't forget 

the dessert! Enjoy a mini pastry, cookie, 

brownie, or fruit after your meal. 

The Sailor's Prayer  
Lord, here my prayer,  

send your angles,  
to guard well, we sailors,  

serving in your fleet,  
protect us from harm or defeat,  
give us guidance and wisdom,  

to pursue diplomacy, instead of war,  
peace, instead of hatred,  

life, over death,  
when I die, permit me appear first 

at your gate,  
allow the devil, to think, I am late,  
and, before he realizes his mistake,  
grant me entrance, and assign me to 

serve,  
life eternal, in your heavenly fleet 

                        Author: Mac McGovern 

 
VA BEACH ITINERARY OCTOBER 2018 
Thursday 10/25                   Meet in hospitality room 

adjacent to breakfast 

dining area. Pick up 

welcome bags, have a 

snack and greet 

shipmates & families 

Friday 10/26 9:30 AM Annual meeting 

We will learn about Ft. 

Walton Beach in 2019 and 

discuss anything 

appropriate  

                                                2:30 PM Board busses for 

tour of Va. Beach                               

oceanfront.  Cape Henry 

South 

 4:30 PM Approx.  Return 

to hotel 

 6:00 PM Light dinner in 

hospitality Room 

7:15 PM Begin evening 

entertainment “Frank 

sings Frank” 

Saturday 10/27 Please enjoy breakfast 

early 

8:30 AM Board busses for 

tour to Jamestown & 

Yorktown 

 3:30 PM approx. – Board 

Spirit of Norfolk cruise 

ship for harbor cruise and 

dinner 

 6:30 PM approx. – return 

to Hotel 

Sunday 10/28                      9:30 AM Christian prayer 

meeting with Chaplain 

Gary Hlavka                    

                                                Balance of day free 



I found this diabetic recipe. Looks good  
Family-Favorite Cheeseburger Pasta 
1-1/2 cups uncooked whole wheat penne 

pasta 
¾ pound lean ground 
beef (90% lean) 
2 tablespoons finely 
chopped onion 
1 can (14-1/2 
ounces) no-salt-
added diced 

tomatoes 
2 tablespoons dill pickle relish 
2 tablespoons prepared mustard 
2 tablespoons ketchup 
1 teaspoon steak seasoning 
¼ teaspoon seasoned salt 
¾ cup shredded reduced-fat cheddar 
cheese 
Chopped green onions, optional 
Directions 
Cook pasta according to package directions. 
Meanwhile, in a large skillet, cook beef and 
onion over medium heat until meat is no 
longer pink; drain. Drain pasta; add to meat 
mixture. 
Stir in the tomatoes, relish, mustard, 
ketchup, steak seasoning and seasoned salt. 
Bring to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, 
uncovered, for 5 minutes. 
Sprinkle with cheese. Remove from the 
heat; cover and let stand until cheese is 
melted. Garnish with green onions if 
desired. 
Nutrition Facts 
1-1/2 cups: 391 calories, 12g fat (6g 
saturated fat), 57mg cholesterol, 759mg 
sodium, 43g carbohydrate (10g sugars, 4g 
fiber), 28g protein. Diabetic Exchanges: 3 
lean meat, 2 starch, 1 vegetable, 1/2 fat. 

 
 

SHIPMATES THAT HAVE MADE THEIR FINAL 
CRUISE 
From Bobby Mignerey 
It is with heavy heart that I announce the 

passing of my father Robert E Mignerey Sr. 

on the afternoon of June 22,2018 at the age 

of 94. One month short of 95. RIP Pop. We 

all love you. 

Emil William Levering 
O C T O B E R  8 ,  1 9 4 2  –  J U L Y  1 ,  2 0 1 8  

Emil William 

Levering, 75, 

of Annapolis, 

Maryland 

passed away 

Sunday 

evening July 

1st, 2018 at 

Mandrin 

Chesapeake 

Hospice House. Emil was born October 8th, 

1942 to the late Gerhard and Anna (Cullen) 

Levering in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. He 

graduated from Liberty High School 

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania and then joined 

the Navy for two tours on the USS Mills 

specializing in communications.  

 
 

HISTORY OF THE USS MILLS 
USS Mills (DE-383) was an Edsall-class destroyer 
escort built for the U.S. Navy during World War II. 
She served in the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific 
Ocean and provided destroyer escort protection 
against submarine and air attack for Navy vessels 
and convoys. Post-war, she performed additional 
duties for the Navy, including those of a radar 
picket ship and a safety and support ship 
for Operation Deep Freeze. 
She was named in honor of ensign Lloyd Jones 
Mills who was awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross posthumously for his brave actions in 
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the Aleutian Islands in 1942. She was laid down 26 
March 1943 by Brown shipbuilding Co., Houston, 
Texas; launched 26 May 1943; sponsored by Mrs. 
James E. Mills; and commissioned 12 October 1943, 
Lt. Comdr. J. S. Muzzy, USCG, in command. 
World War II North Atlantic operations 
After shakedown out of Bermuda, Mills trained 
nucleus crews for frigates and destroyer escorts 
off Norfolk, Virginia, until 10 January 1944 when she 
began transatlantic convoy escort duty. On her 
second voyage into the Mediterranean, Mills’ convoy 
was attacked before dawn 1 April 1944, 56 miles 
west of Algiers by German torpedo bombers. SS 
Jared Ingersoll, a Liberty ship, was hit and set 
blazing. Mills picked up survivors who had 
abandoned ship and sent a boarding party to 
extinguish her fires. British tug HMS 
Mindfull and Mills then towed Jared Ingersoll to 
Algiers. 
Transferred to the Pacific Ocean 
By V-E Day, for which she was moored at Brooklyn 
Navy Yard, Mills had completed nine voyages on 
escort duty to the Mediterranean, Ireland, 
the United Kingdom, and France. Mills left New York 
City 30 May 1945 for the Panama Canal and Adak, 
Alaska, arriving 8 July. She served there as weather 
station, plane guard, and escort 
between Alaskan ports until sailing 20 August for 
occupation duty, arriving 9 September at Ominato 
Ko, Honshū. 
Briefly returning to Alaska 25 September to 17 
November, Mills steamed west again to operate out 
of Taku and Tuington, China, until 11 February 1946. 
Returning to the States via Pearl Harbor and 
the Panama Canal, she arrived Charleston, South 
Carolina, 22 March, sailed 25 April for Green Cove 
Springs, Florida, and decommissioned 14 June to go 
into reserve. 
Converted to Radar Picket Ship 
Eleven years later, after installation of 
additional radar and electronic equipment and 
enlargement of her superstructure at Boston Naval 
Shipyard, Mills was reclassified DER-383 and 
recommissioned 3 October 1957, Lt. Comdr. Joseph 
E. Feaster in command. Assigned as a radar picket of 
the North American Continental Air Defense 
System to deter surprise attack by locating and 
reporting aircraft headed toward North 
America, Mills sailed 3 April 1958 from Newport, 
Rhode Island, for Argentia, Newfoundland, to begin 
her first picket. She made 17 subsequent 3 to 4 week 
pickets on the barrier stretching 
from Newfoundland to the Azores through 28 July 

1961, as well as one off the southeast coast of the 
United States. 
Between 28 August 1961 and the end of 
1963, Mills served primarily on the new Greenland-
Iceland-United Kingdom Barrier designed to extend 
protection to the NATO allies. 
Supporting Operation Deep Freeze 
In 1964, Mills was assigned to Operation Deep 
Freeze, the U.S. Naval Force supporting scientific 
research in Antarctica. During the austral summer 
seasons of 1964-65, and 1966–67, and 1967-
68, Mills took station to provide weather 
information and electronic navigational aid to 
aircraft ferrying men and equipment 
between Christchurch, New Zealand, and McMurdo 
Station, Antarctica. 
Each of these seasonal deployments required an 
11,000 mile voyage via the Panama 
Canal to Dunedin, New Zealand, Mills’ base of 
operations with “Deep Freeze”. At the end of each 
deployment, Mills completed a round the world 
cruise by returning to Newport, Rhode Island, via 
the Suez Canal. In 1965, when she did not serve with 
“Deep Freeze”, Mills was underway school 
ship off Florida. On 3 September 1968, Millsbecame 
an operational Naval Reserve training 
ship at Baltimore, Maryland. 
FATE: Sold for scrapping 12 March 1975 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The late Tommy Nichols Founder 
and skipper forever 
Reunion Planner: Ben Laurens  
192 Hwy 70 East Bette, Beaufort, 
NC 28516 
252-504-3733 
nriver@ec.rr.com 
Administrative Secretary: 
Pat Bridgford 
14321 S Locust St, Olathe, Ks 
66062 
913-707-8266 
Pat.ussmills@gmail.com 
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$5.00 each or 5/$20.   
 
Please make checks out to and 
mail to: 
Gary Bridgford 
14321 S Locust St 
 
 
 


