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2018 REUNION VIRGINIA BEACH 
The weather outside wasn’t the greatest but inside it was 
wonderful, with laughing and joking as family was catching up 
on the last years events. Ginny Hvlaka and  
Trudy Faught set up the silent auction while others helped fill 
the swag bags. It was a site to behold. 
 
Friday morning brought the annual meeting presided by Ben 
where people talked about next year’s reunion at Ft Walton 
Beach and future destinations. The Vietnam proclamation was 
read, and the pins were awarded to the shipmates and widows 
that were present. Ben and Gary Hvlaka directed the 3-bell 
ceremony to end the meeting.  
The afternoon brought a bus tour of Va. Beach ocean front and 
Cape Henry South. The brewery tour was a welcomed stop with 
some beer tasting. Paul Roy Great brewery.  After a pasta 
dinner, the entertainment “Frank sings Frank” begun. It was a 
blast from the past. Patty Griffith Totally fun!    
 
Another tour on Saturday was to Jamestown and Yorktown 
which would have been better if the weather had cooperated, 
but it was the comradery that counts. The Spirit of Norfolk was 
the highlight of the day. There were 3 aircraft carriers including 
a British carrier in port. (The guys enjoyed that).  Our yearly 
banquet was served aboard the cruise boat with great food, 
dancing and site seeing abound. 
Butch Faught Great time 
Steven Kovac Great time!!!!! 
 
Sunday was a day to enjoy on our own which gave us a chance 
to explore the area and just enjoy the company till next year. 
 
After breakfast on Monday, we had the trip home, with 
everyone reporting safe travels. 
Judy Dyer I love the fellowship we all have together, our time 
together is priceless! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 REUNION FORT WALTON BEACH FLORIDA 
MILLS Family.   You voted to return to Ft. Walton Beach 
for 2019.  We’re on 
the way!  We will be 
at home in the new 
Holiday Inn Resort on 
the gulf.  Address - 
1299 Miracle Strip 
Pkwy SE. Fort Walton 
Beach Fl. 32548.  The 
hotel was under 
construction during 
our reunion there in 
2016.  It is a beautiful 
new facility.  Check it 
out at https://holidayinnresortfortwaltonbeach.com 
Our reunion dates are November 7 thru the 11, 2019.  

Impossible to get earlier dates that reunion can afford 

from any full-service hotel.  Ft. Walton beach has become 

a very popular destination in the past several years.  

Thanksgiving is on the 28th in 2019.  The reunion will end 

more than 2 weeks prior. 

There are two rates for 2019.  Standard rooms are 

$115.40 inclusive. Beachfront rooms are as follow; 2 

queen beds or a king are $135.96.  Breakfast is included.  

Reservation number is 850-301-9000.  Please be sure to 

be placed in the USS MILLS reservation block. 

Venues for 2019 will be $280.00 per couple.  As always 

this covers all travel day costs, incidentals, tips and dinner 

at the hotel on Saturday evening. 

Please remit to Ben prior to October 5th, 2019 along with 

shirt sizes. 

Ft Walton Beach was one of your all-time favorite 

destinations in 2016.  Come join your shipmates and 

families there in 2019. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/patty.griffith.5?fref=gc&dti=160765007281377


 
GARY’S CORNER    
Well I believe the USS Mills family had another successful 
reunion thanks to each one of you. Ben did a great job 
and even the bright Yellow USS Mills shirt is growing on 

me!  It is difficult to figure out what part of the tour was 
my favorite.....NOT....I enjoyed the harbor tour and seeing 
all our U.S. Navy ships...especially the "Flat tops'! I love 
history and this area is full the American Revolution sites! 
Seeing the three old ships in harbor...made me realize 
how much better we had/have it today! 
 
        Of course, meeting shipmates that go back up to sixty 
years is very special! I often wonder what other ships 
have reunions like this. I think our Navy bonds are very 
special. What a family we have that spans back to World 
War Two...yes Laverne Miltzow we love you! You help 
make the reunion extra special,,,especially dancing with 
"Frank Sinatra"! 
 
        We lost a fellow Navy sailor recently who was the 
youngest Navy pilot in World War Two. George H.W. Bush 
joined the Navy in 1942 at 19 and became our 41st 
President. He played baseball at Yale (team captain) and 
met Babe Ruth....played in the College World Series and 
had a successful business career. He served in the U.S, 
House, was a CIA Director, Vice President. To name a few 
of his accomplishments. Most people that knew him 
commented on his loyalty.  Married for 73 years, he was a 
hero in war, life and marriage, He was part of our greatest 
generation as were all of our parents. RIP sailor. You are 

missed.  
 
        I think we as a Mills family have a special 
relationship. Even though we just meet once a year we 
are bonded...and yes, our wives play a very important 

roll.  It seems each year I develop a stronger friendship 
to other shipmates and their families. As we enter our 
twilight years it is important that we try to attend this 
yearly reunion. We never know what God has in store for 
us, so please try to attend the reunion in Fort Walton 
Beach, Florida November 7 to 11 2019. 
 
  God Bless you all and Merry Christmas and Happy Year 
 
  Gary and Pat Bridgford....plus Tassi and Kikki 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BIRTHDAY’S 
DECEMBER Linda Gaboury, Robin Stafford, 
Ray Latourreau, Patricia Scott 
JANUARY Tom Grey, Lisa Nichols, Charlie Hazzard 
FEBRUARY Sharrie Reed, Mary Deresky, Bob Gaboury, 
Josh Nichols, Lynn Casarini, Phil Fogle 
 

ANNIVERSARY’S 
DECEMBER Cheryl & John Nickles 

Paul & Beth Edwards 

JANUARY John & Kathleen Davenport                                                                                   

FEBRUARY Paula & Ben Laurens, 

Carol Ann & Shelly Coward  

 

DUES 
As January rolls around, we are reminded that dues are 

do again. As usual, they are $20.00 again this year. You 

can send to Ben anytime during the year or just mail it in 

with your reunion payments. 

FACEBOOK 
We have 172 members and growing. If you have any 
hesitation, please keep in mind that Gabby makes sure 
the site is safe and private. FB is a great way to keep in 
touch throughout the year.  
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW AND OLD FAMILY 
MEMBERS THAT JOINED THE REUNION THIS YEAR. 
Jerry & Jacinta Wood attended for the first time in 10 

yrs.  They had their son, Jerry & daughter in law 

along.  Jada their daughter with her boyfriend 

Austin.   Steve & Lee Kovac, first time in about 10 

yrs.   Mike Jevitts & wife, Nancy.  Anita Tingley came with 

Kenny for the first time.  

 
John and Cheryl Nichles 



THOUGHTS by Brian Goode 

I was listening to my pastor’s message in church 

this past Sunday and found that it resonated with 

me to the point where I thought I should share it 

with my ship-mates. 

When we were all young bucks serving aboard 

the USS MILLS I think a lot of us thought we 

were “bullet –proof” if not invisible. Well, at 

least until the first time we encountered an 

Antarctic Typhoon and a 67degree roll that 

came close to an “icy death” for us all. That was 

a very scary experience, but once out of harm’s 

way and into port, I believe we went back to  our 

more “bullet-proof” personae. Speaking for 

myself, I felt so young that the thought of being 

70 years old (like I am today) was absolutely 

foreign to me. That age seemed ancient and 

light years away! 

But thank God that we are here to enjoy the life 

that He gave us. 

Going back to my pastor’s sermon, he stated that 

sometimes we may be more prone to being 

critical of others or more judgmental of others 

instead of loving them unconditionally The word 

“curmudgeon” comes to mind in this regard. 

Some “old guys” are often referred to as 

“curmudgeons” because of their attitude. It’s 

often said in jest but in truth as well. Webster’s 

dictionary offers the following definition: 

Merriam‑Webster 

2. : a crusty, ill-tempered, and usually 

old man. — cur·mud·geon·li·ness \-lē-

nəs\ noun. — cur·mud·geon·ly \-lē\ 

adjective. 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not singly anyone out and 

I am the first to admit guilt to occasional 

“curmudeonly” behavior. Perhaps it’s because we 

have less patience or maybe it’s because after all 

these years of acquiring “wisdom”, we think we 

know more than the next guy or gal. However, the 

reality is that it makes us (and those around us) 

much happier if we love rather than to be critical 

and judgmental. The phrase “I’ve seen that 

before” is another “catch phrase” that comes with 

so called age & “wisdom”. All that does is mute 

our ability to find joy and be happy with the 

simple things of life that we can experience 

almost every day. 

Finally, the holidays are upon us and it’s time to 

be joyful and thankful for all we have. However, 

the holidays, Thanksgiving & Christmas, are 

sometimes associated with pain and lost loved 

ones. For some people it can be a time of year that 

causes anxiety and depression. If you are feeling   

the latter, I encourage you to truly celebrate what 

you do have instead of mourning over what you 

don’t have and share the good news! In the end, 

this life is not eternal, but there is an eternal life 

with our loving God and those who have gone 

before us. As the prophet David said in Psalms 

52:8: But I am like an olive tree flourishing in the 

house of God; I trust in God’s unfailing love for 

ever and ever. Or maybe my favorite go-to verse: 

Psalm 3:5-7: Trust in the Lord thy God. Do not rely 

upon your own understanding. Acknowledge Him 

in all your ways and He will make your paths 

straight. Amen!! 

Happy Holidays!! 

Brian 

 

Everybody couldn’t fit in 1 picture 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cinnamon Sugar Pecans  

Ingredients 

1 egg white 

2 teaspoons water 
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract 
1lb pecan halves (1 pound) 
1 cup sugar 
½ - 1 tablespoon ground cinnamon (your 
preference) 
½ teaspoon salt 

Instructions 

1. Preheat oven to 250 degrees 
2. Spray a baking sheet with cooking spray 
3. Mix sugar, cinnamon and salt in a large ziploc bag 

4. Whisk egg white, water and vanilla in a large bowl 

until frothy (you can use a fork or electric mixer, 
either works just fine) 

5. Add pecans to large bowl and stir to combine, 
coating each pecan in egg white mixture 

6. Pour coated pecans into ziploc bag, seal and shake 
to fully coat in cinnamon/sugar mixture 

7. Spread out in a single layer onto prepared baking 
sheet 

8. Bake for 1 hour, stirring every 20 minutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arlon Scott provided some much appreciated 
entertainment during the reunion. 
 
 
 
 

 

SHIPMATE THAT HAS MADE HIS LAST 
VOYAGE. 

 
Lawrence “Larry” Albert Shea 
age 80 of Morgantown passed away Friday, November 

30, 2018. He was born May 14, 1938 in New York City a 

son of the late 
Lawrence F. Shea and 
Eva Hicks Shea. 
Larry was a retired 
truck driver and a 
United States Navy 
Veteran. Larry enjoyed 
building model cars and 
working in his garden. 
He was also an avid 
reader and history buff. 
Larry is survived by his 
wife Judith Rhodes 
Shea, two daughters, 
Tammy Wiese of 
Hollywood, FL and Kim 

Marie Shea of Florida, one brother Richard Earl Shea of 
Florida, grandchildren, Kellie Howard, Richie Wiese of 
Hollywood, FL and Nicole Shea-Finneyfrock of Oakland 
MD, and one great grandson Paul Lambert IV. 
Larry was preceded in death by his two sons, Lawrence 
Shea and David Shea. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The late Tommy Nichols Founder and skipper 
forever 
Reunion Planner: Ben Laurens  
192 Hwy 70 East Bette, Beaufort, NC 28516 
252-504-3733 
nriver@ec.rr.com 
Administrative Secretary: 
Pat Bridgford 
14321 S Locust St, Olathe, Ks 66062 
913-707-8266 
Pat.ussmills@gmail.com 
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