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2019 Ft Walton Beach Reunion 
MILLS Family.   You voted to return to Ft. 
Walton Beach for 2019.  We’re on the way!  We 
will be at home in the new Holiday Inn Resort 
on the gulf.  Address - 1299 Miracle Strip Pkwy 
SE. Fort Walton Beach Fl. 32548.  The hotel was 
under construction during our reunion there in 
2016.  It is a beautiful new facility.  Check it out 
holidayinnresortfortwaltonbeach.com 
Our reunion dates are November 7 thru the 11, 

2019.  Impossible to get earlier dates that 

reunion can afford from any full-service hotel.  

Ft. Walton beach has become a very popular 

destination in the past several years.  

Thanksgiving is on the 28th in 2019.  The reunion 

will end more than 2 weeks prior. 

There are two rates for 2019.  Standard rooms 

are $115.40 inclusive. Beachfront rooms are as 

follows; 2 queen beds or a king are $135.96.  

Breakfast is included.  

 Reservation number is 850-301-9000.  Call the 

hotel and ask for Brittany Patterson in group 

sales.  Give her your information and she will 

make your reservation.  Brittany works 

Tuesday thru Saturday. If she is not 

immediately available, leave your name, 

telephone number and mention the USS MILLS 

block.  She will return your call ASAP and make 

the reservation.   

Venues for 2019 are $280.00 per couple 

including Meals, venues and all expenses as 

always. 

 

 

 
 
Please make reservations as early as possible.  
These days there are always complications with 
contracts, the earlier we know how many family 
members the better.  Venues too are becoming 
more complicated.  Please reserve early. 
Shipmates – Come be with your crew this and 
any other year possible.  Your reunions are a 
part of life for all of us.  Our clocks are ALL 
ticking.   
God bless us all. 
Ben 
 
Fort Walton Beach, Florida is situated where the 
Santa Rosa Sound and Choctawhatchee Bay meet. 
The city was established in 1953, but it started as an 
army camp in the Seminole Wars in the early 19th 
century. This metropolitan suburb has grown 
considerably over the last few decades and 
continues to expand as more people flock to the 
area to take advantage of the proximity to white 
sand beaches and local shops, restaurants, and many 
fun things to do.  
Downtown Fort Walton Beach is the place to come 
and explore new flavors. What do charcuterie, wine, 
and tapas have in common? Taste. Taste Tapas and 
Wine Bar whets your appetite with a variety of small 
plates of fusion cuisine while providing a cozy 
atmosphere to wine and dine. If you’re leaning more 
toward Mexican cuisine, stroll into Burrito Del Sol for 
a Florida twist on fresh, coastal Mexican food. These 
are just two of the top restaurants in Fort Walton 
Beach. 
Downtown Fort Walton Beach’s stores are prime for 
shopping. This is where Northwest Florida invites 
you to step into its streets and take to the markets. 
Antique shops showcase and sell the furniture and 
decor from decades gone by. With over 10 different 
antique vendors. 
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THOUGHTS 
GRATEFUL CONSISTENCY  

I continue to be amazed on a daily basis by 
the unfettered amount of hatred and 
venomous vitriol and vicious personal 
attacks coming out of the mouths of our so 
called “leaders” in Washington DC. The 
bazaar activities in our capitol have reached 
the point where I can barely stand to hear 
the daily news at all. In fact, I have actually 
monitored my blood pressure following one 
of these dreadful exposures and found that 
my BP rose precipitously and my wife told 
me that my attitude was not becoming 
after one of these episodes. So with this in 
mind, I decided that I needed to turn off the 
the TV and radio and reflect spiritually upon 
what God would have me do instead.  
 
So after some meditation, “Grateful 
Consistency”, struck me as an 
appropriate title for this installment of the 
Chaplains Corner. I urge you to be 
gratefully consistent for the following 
blessings: 
 
• Live every day in thanks to God for the 

day itself and all that He consistently 
gives us. James 1:17 Every good and 
perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heavenly lights, 
who does not change like shifting 
shadows. 

• Be thankful for the bountiful freedoms 
that come with living in America and the 
beauty of God’s creation all around us. 
Literally millions are clamoring at our 
borders (and illegally breaking in) just 
to experience what we too often take 
for granted. Hebrews 12:28: 
Therefore, since we are receiving a 
kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us 
be thankful, and so worship God 
acceptably with reverence and awe. 

• Be ever grateful for our families and 
friends (especially our HPRA 
shipmates!) honoring those 
relationships at every opportunity with 
kind words, good deeds and prayers. 
John 15:12-13 “This is my 
commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love has no one than this, 
that someone lay down his life for his 
friends. 

• Be grateful for the freedom to worship 
our Lord as we please. Commune with 
our Lord through meditation, 
devotionals and bible study. The quiet 
time we spend will open our minds and 
our hearts to a more blessed way of 
living. Psalm 119:18 Open my eyes  
Lord that I may see wonderful things in 
Your law. 

 
In closing, I sincerely request that you 
consider dedicating a portion of your 
prayers to our misdirected Brothers & 
Sisters in Washington DC that they can 
be imbued with the wisdom of our Lord 
so that their thoughts, speech and 
actions will be fueled by what the 
Framers of our great nation had in mind. 
Proverbs 2:6 For the LORD gives 
wisdom; From His mouth [come] 
knowledge and understanding 
 
Brian Goode 
 
 



 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
MARCH Ron Donato, Laverne Miltzow, Earl 
Borman, Dan Murray, Gary Hlavka, April 
Crianza, Roger Dereske, Karen Lazzaro, Jerry 
Wood, Marcia Bridgford  
APRIL John Reed, Ben Laurens, Paula Laurens, 
Kerry Norris, Ed Potts  
MAY Irene Norris, Belinda Gray, Trudy Faught, 
Lawrence Shed, Steve Bridgford, Gary Bridgford, 
Pat Bridgford, Landon Spurlock, Rick Ormandy,  
Joyce Frederick, Stephen Kovac 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
MARCH Earl & Doris Boreman, Kerry & Irene 
Norris, Tom & Belinda Grey, Gary & Pat 
Bridgford  
APRIL Alan and Lisa Nichols  
MAY Sherry & John Reed, Bo & Carol Ann 
Bojstrup, Vince & Bev Hazel, Robert & Cathy 
Kofke, Tony & Ann Marie Oliver 
 

Provided by Steve Kovac 
 

SICK BAY 
Tom Grey is suffering from a broken back from 
a car wreck. He will be in a back brace for 6 
months.  

Jean Loof had brain surgery for a brain tumor. 
All went well and she is cancer free.  

Doris Boreman was in ICU suffering from 
Myasthenia Garvis and has been on a ventilator. 

Earl Boreman is suffering from Parkinson's.  
 

SILENT AUCTION 
There will not be a Silent Auction in Ft. Walton 
Beach. The hospitality room is not large enough 
to set up the auction. Many of us have 
discussed the auction in the past couple of 

years. It’s apparent our MILLS family is at the 
age where we are divesting of household items 
and memorabilia rather than accumulating 
them.  We will discuss the auction at the next 
meeting, but for this year at least, we can let 
John and Kathleen rest. 
 

RAFFLE & DONATIONS 
We hope to have a great raffle this year, but 
due to a lack of our customary silent auction 
there will be a shortfall in the funds. The money 
is used to bring shipmates to the reunion that 
are not as blessed as others and needs a little 
help attending the reunion. Also, for extra’s 
that the kitty has been providing over the past 
several years.  Please keep this in mind when 
deciding about donations for 2019.  Every dollar 
you can spare will be appreciated both by those 
we help to join us at the reunion and the 
attendees in Ft. Walton Beach. 
 

DUES 
The dues again this year remains the same. 
$20.00 a year helps offset the cost of this 
newsletter. If you enjoy reading it, please 
consider paying the small fee of $20.00. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FACEBOOK & WEBSITE 
Our FB page is growing by leaps and bounds. 
Well not really, but it has grown steadily to 175 
members at this writing. Bob Gaboury is the 
administrater and works hard to keep it safe. He 
also manages out web site. https://ussmills.net. 
Both sites help keep us connected as a family. 
Gabby has a MILLS chat room as well. Info on 
that is on the website.  

 
 

https://ussmills.net/
https://ussmills.net/


 
 
 
 

GARY’S CORNER 
        I look forward to another reunion this time 
in Ft. Walton Beach, Florida. Hey guess what ...I 
am not getting any younger....Maybe that is 
why as the years go by I look forward to seeing 
my shipmates and their families more! I am, for 
sure, blessed to live this many years and to have 
such a wonderful wife and family. Our two 
Pomeranians that are therapy dog just make 
our lives more rewarding. I think each one of us 
enjoy the therapy visits equally. 
        I guess these reunions are a kind of therapy 
visits also. Each time I become closer to a 
shipmate and his family. 50 years later our Mills 
family become closer. I know it works that way 
for me. God has made this all possible for some 
old (don't like to use that word because I refuse 
to get old!!!!!) sailors. I just think of it as being 
some blessed sailors from a World War Two Tin 
Can! We don't know how much longer these 
reunions are going to continue, so that is why it 
is very important that we all try to attend them. 
Patricia and I plus the girls hope to see you in 
Florida in less than six months. 
God Bless 
Gary, Pat, Tassi and Kikki Bridgford. 
 

 

 

STEVE KOVAC’S WALL OF FAME 

 

 

SHIPMATE & FAMILY THAT MADE THEIR 
LAST VOYAGE  

Bev Haizel’s Mom  
Mom passed away 
February 1 at the age of 92 
after a long crazy year of 
up and downs. I spent a lot 
of time with her the last 

couple of years and was with her this last week to 
the end. She was an avid reader and loved music. 
She could play the accordion and harmonica. She 
was full of fun and loved to party. She will be missed. 
 

Mo Raynor 
Maurice {Mo} Raynor of Pittsboro N.C. passed away 
on 2/26/2019 
Mo served on MILLS from 1959 thru 1962 as a ships 
serviceman. He was quite an entrepreneur during his 
life’s work.  Mo and his wife Louise owned and 
operated restaurants, laundry mats, bingo parlors 
and rental properties for almost 40 years.  He retired 
in 2012 due to ill health. 
Mo’s service will be held in Snead’s Ferry N.C. in late 
April 2019. 
God Bless his family as they mourn his loss. 

 

Belinda Grey’s Dad 
MARCH 11, 
2019 
Prayers for my 
family as my 
daddy went to 
be with the 

lord and my mom this morning. I will miss him. 

 
 
The late Tommy Nichols 
Founder and skipper forever 
Reunion Planner: Ben Laurens  
192 Hwy 70 East Bette, 
Beaufort, NC 28516 
Ph 252-504-3733 
Email: nriver@ec.rr.com 
Administrative Secretary: 
Pat Bridgford 
14321 S Locust St, Olathe, Ks 
66062 Ph. 913-707-8266 
Email: 
pat.ussmills@gmail.com        

https://www.facebook.com/bev.haizel?__tn__=%2CdC-RH-R-R&eid=ARA5GBWSa_PFU4umMBoBG8OVGf91RqWprdn2VIn8c-Z_4TV_cTMy96Rng0mhgoXeMoUSnPBlDEsa09tz&hc_ref=ARSPYpWvYEmP5KF_gBfWI0JGyDgNF3Ex6OguynU2rkJhuJw2dzHhoSnRsUYo_mNBAR4&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/bev.haizel?__tn__=%2CdC-RH-R-R&eid=ARA5GBWSa_PFU4umMBoBG8OVGf91RqWprdn2VIn8c-Z_4TV_cTMy96Rng0mhgoXeMoUSnPBlDEsa09tz&hc_ref=ARSPYpWvYEmP5KF_gBfWI0JGyDgNF3Ex6OguynU2rkJhuJw2dzHhoSnRsUYo_mNBAR4&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/bev.haizel?__tn__=%2CdC-RH-R-R&eid=ARA5GBWSa_PFU4umMBoBG8OVGf91RqWprdn2VIn8c-Z_4TV_cTMy96Rng0mhgoXeMoUSnPBlDEsa09tz&hc_ref=ARSPYpWvYEmP5KF_gBfWI0JGyDgNF3Ex6OguynU2rkJhuJw2dzHhoSnRsUYo_mNBAR4&fref=nf
mailto:nriver@ec.rr.com
mailto:nriver@ec.rr.com


 
 
 
 
RECEIVED THESE TOO LATE FOR THE                     
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER SO…. 

                      JOHN DAVENPORT WITH FRIENDS 
 

Frozen coconut lime pie  

3 cups broken graham crackers (½-inch pieces)  
1 cup sweetened, shredded coconut  
4 tablespoons (½ stick) unsalted butter, melted  
2 (8-ounce) packages cream cheese, at room 
temperature  
1 (15-ounce) can Coco Lopez coconut cream 
(scant 2 cups; available in the Hispanic section 
of most groceries)  
1¾ cups sweetened condensed milk  
1 tablespoon lime zest  
1 cup fresh lime juice  
2 tablespoons coconut extract  
1 cup heavy cream  

Directions 

1. In a food processor, pulse the graham crackers 
and ½ cup of the shredded coconut for 10 
seconds, just until the mixture forms coarse 
crumbs. Add the melted butter and pulse again 
until just combined. Press the mixture into the 
bottom of a 9-inch spring form pan and bake for 
15 to 20 minutes, until golden brown. Set aside 
to cool completely before adding the filling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Meanwhile, in the 
bowl of a stand mixer 
fitted with the paddle 
attachment, beat the 
cream cheese for 3 to 5 
minutes, occasionally 
scraping down the sides 
of the bowl with a 
rubber spatula, until 
smooth. Add the coconut 

cream, sweetened condensed milk, lime zest, 
lime juice, and coconut extract and mix until 
combined. Add the remaining ½ cup shredded 
coconut and mix until incorporated. 

3. Place a metal bowl in the freezer to chill. 
When the bowl is chilled, add the heavy cream 
and whisk just until it holds firm peaks. Gently 
fold the whipped cream into the cream cheese 
filling. 

4. Pour the filling into the prepared crust, cover 
with plastic wrap, and freeze overnight. Remove 
from the freezer 30 minutes before you plan to 
slice and serve. 

  

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 

Ben has commissioned 6 bottles of 
Woodford reserve again this year. I don’t 
have a pic of this year’s bottle yet, so I 
used an old one.  
 
 

Alan Izatt is creating 2 
original painting for the 
raffle as well. 
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We will ship to the winner at 
no extra cost to you if not 
attending the reunion.  
 
$5.00 each or 5/$20.   
Please mail to: 
Gary Bridgford 
14321 s Locust St 
Olathe, Ks 66062 
 
tickets will be available at the 
reunion 




